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A Balanced 
Approach to 
State Testing

Standardized tests can provide useful information 
about a student's strengths and areas in need of 
improvement. 

Since test results are not perfect, though, they 
should always be considered along with other 
indicators of achievement, e.g.:

classroom assessments, teacher/parent 
observations,

report card grades, student work products, etc.,

in order to get a more complete picture of a 
student's academic accomplishments.



Purpose of PARCC
● Serve as an academic check-up to ensure that students are meeting 

grade-level expectations, remaining on track for the next grade level, and 
ultimately, making progress toward high school graduation;

● Help teachers and schools identify students who need support so they can 
provide additional instruction;

● Help districts identify persistent achievement gaps so they can identify 
strategies and allocate resources appropriately; and

● Help districts measure the effectiveness of their curriculum, interventions 
and programs.

NOTE: The state has ended its membership in the PARCC consortium.



What Does the 
Score Mean

Students in grades three through eleven took 
a series of assessments in English 
Language Arts/Literacy and Mathematics. 
As such, PARCC scores represent a new 
baseline for student achievement and 
cannot be compared to previous statewide 
assessments like the HSPA or NJASK. The 
PARCC assessments are scored differently 
and are based on new standards that were 
not necessarily addressed on previous 
exams. 



New Jersey State 
Assessment 
Program

● 2018 marked the 4th administration of 
PARCC 

● Students took PARCC English 
Language Arts and Literacy 
Assessments (ELA/L) in grades 3 – 11.

● Students took PARCC Mathematics 
Assessments in grades 3 – 8 and End 
of Course Assessments in Algebra I, 
Geometry, and Algebra II.





Sample ELA Score Report



Sample Math Report



District Results
Performance Data



Math Grades 3 Through 8



ELA Grades 3 Through 8



ELA Grades 9 Through 11



Math End of Course



LAL Grades 3 Through 5



Math Grades 3 Through 5



Year-to-Year Overview for ELA

2017 2018
Grade 3 73 67
Grade 4 71 83
Grade 5 75 71
Grade 6 53 57
Grade 7 67 77
Grade 8 61 58



Year-to-Year for Math

2017 2018
Grade 3 69 65
Grade 4 59 62
Grade 5 62 65
Grade 6 44 45
Grade 7 50 52
Grade 8 27 40



Takeaways From the Presentation

● The PARCC tests replaced the old state tests.  They measure how well 
students are performing against the new state standards.  The first years of 
scores are a new baseline against which we can measure progress moving 
forward.  The state has ended its membership in the PARCC consortium.

● The PARCC tests move away from multiple choice questions to ones that 
allow students to demonstrate a real understanding of what they know and 
can do.

● The PARCC tests are only one of several measures, including report cards 
and in-class performance, that are used to determine growth.

● There is currently some uncertainty as to how the state will move forward 
with standardized testing. Some of the latest links are on the district web 
site, main page, under “2018-19 Standardized Testing.”



How Can You Support Your Child

● Read / View fiction and nonfiction pieces with your child.  Also, ask comprehension questions, encouraging 
your child to recall specific information from the text as well as emphasize vocabulary

○ Finding similarities and differences
○ Locating specific information
○ Finding evidence
○ Summarizing more than one idea
○ Synthesizing information through examining competing perspectives

●  Discuss and “do” real life math with your child.  Push your child to demonstrate mathematical reasoning 
about authentic problems

● Types of questions addressed to children
○ ask the pros and cons of two ideas where there is ample room for disagreement
○ prompt kids to make connections between multiple texts, topics, cross-disciplinary threads…
○ reflect on how conclusions are constructed

● Make thinking visible:
○ We learn best what we can see and hear ("visible thinking" means generally available to the senses, 

not just what you can see with your eyes). We watch, we listen, we imitate, we adapt what we find 
to our own styles and interests; we build from there.



Resources About 
PARCC Score 
Report

● Understand the Score

● Score Results (PARCC)

● Be A Learning Hero Guide

● Great Kids: State Test Guides

http://understandthescore.org/
http://www.parcconline.org/assessments/score-results
http://bealearninghero.org/about
http://www.greatschools.org/gk/common-core-test-guide/

